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2004 — A year of the lawmaking progress in the field of child rights

Save the Children has contributed to this reform

Undoubtedly, it was a year filled with accomplishments — the Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child,
the Law on the Legal Status of Adoptions, the Law on the Organisation of the Judiciary were promulgated and the
enumeration can continue. We have mentioned only these laws because Save the Children has been directly involved and
contributed with proposals regarding their content. Romania is among the few European countries that has adopted such
an advanced law on the protection and promotion of the rights of the child in direct and full accordance with the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This law stipulates the banning of the physical punishment and the
humiliating or degrading treatments children are subjected to. Thus, Romania has become the eleventh country that
forbids corporal punishment of the children. We are extremely happy that we have had a role in the elimination — at least
as concerns the legal framework — of this attitude based on force and violence of the adult towards a child.

Important steps have been made in drafting strategies and action plans for the elimination of the worst forms of child
labour, trafficking in children, child abuse and sexual exploitation. Save the Children was part of all these working groups,
establishing an excellent cooperation with governmental agencies, inter-governmental and governmental organisations.
It was a year we could say about that we witnessed a real progress in the development of the relations between the
governmental sector and the civil society. This point of view is backed up by the promotion of the Fiscal Code Law that
sets forth that every citizen can direct | % of the tax on global income to NGOs.

This was a year of the awards for Save the Children. The programme on the European Centre for the Integration of the
Institutionalised Children was among the 32 successful projects selected by the European Commission — Leonardo da
Vinci Programme out of over 4,000 funded projects. The campaign against trafficking in children won the most important
award delivered by the Romanian Public Relations Award, while the anti-drug campaign carried out with the support of
Unidea Foundation won the second prize.

In the end, we would like to mention the most important accomplishment of our organisation. We worked with over
80,000 children in our programmes. We have received many letters, messages, recommendations from many of these
extraordinary children and it deserves to fight on their behalf for justice and a life in dignity, a better life.

Our vision

Our vision is a world where all the rights of the child are respected.

Save the Children Romania works for:

¢ a world which respects and values each child;

¢ a world which listens to children and learns;

¢ a world where all children have hope and opportunity;

* a world wehere all children are protected from any type of violence, abuse and exploitation.
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Children know their rights

“WE ALSO HAVE RIGHTS”

This programme aims at promoting a change in
adults' mentality regarding children and their rights,
educating children themselves in order to be aware
of their rights and responsibilities, involving children
in the education/self-education process. In this
respect, the following activities were carried out:

DEBATE WORKSHOPS AND GROUPS

In 2004, 350 volunteers from Bucharest and 14 counties
where Save the Children has local branches organised
debate workshops and groups in 180 schools by involving
6,200 children and teachers. The methods used to
disseminate information were diverse and different
according to the age groups, from drawing and making clay
models up to case studies role playing and press monitoring
for reported cases of child rights violations. Both
volunteers and teachers benefit from information materials
and methodological guides produced by Save the Children.

“CHILD RIGHTS” CONTEST

One of the tasks of the volunteers is to train children in
schools to participate in the “Child Rights” Contest. This
event gathers all the schools participating in the project and
gives children the opportunity to show their knowledge and
skills acquired during the debate workshops. The contest
took place in all the local branches in May and June and
involved 3,000 children aged between 10-14 years.

The contest in Bucharest consisted of a contest-exhibition
with materials produced by over 300 children from 30
schools and high schools participating in the project.

Debates and drawing contests on children's rights were also
organised on 15-20 November, in Bucharest and all local
branches to celebrate 15 years since the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child has been adopted. 4,500 children
from 120 schools participated in this event.

EVALUATION MEETING OF THE PILOT PROJECT
“Child Rights” Project, 19-20 November, Bucharest

The meeting took place in Bucharest, on 19-20 November
and aimed at improving the educational materials
(Notebook and Handbook for the students in the 6"
grade) after their use during a school year and identifying
possible ways to extend the project such as a larger number

of children would benefit from information sessions on the
rights of the child.

22 teachers from the 9 schools from Buchatest and 2
schools from each of the local branches in Caras-Severin,
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Constanta, Dolj, Galati, Hunedoara, Timis and Vaslui
involved in the pilot project, volunteer students and
representatives of the Ministry of Education and Research,

School Inspectorate
of Bucharest
participated in the
meeting.

PUBLICATIONS:
Handbook for the
students in 6" grade,
Notebook for the
students in the 6" grade,
UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child
(official version and a
short version for
children), poster on
promoting the rights of
the child
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Participation and community involvement

This project offers the children and young people

opportunities to get actively and effectively
involved in the society. It also enhances and
extends the impact of children and the young
volunteers in terms of relation between children
and decision makers and provides for an efficient
environment to draft the National Plan of Action
for Children. Volunteer activities are mainly
carried out in schools, child care institutions,
refugee centre, but also within the programmes
targeting less favoured children.

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS' CENTRE

The Young Volunteers Centre has a very important role in
the recruitment and training of the volunteers for the
programmes implemented by Save the Children and in
improving volunteers' management. 111 volunteers were
recruited and 83 volunteers attended training sessions for
different projects and campaigns. A team of 7 volunteers
was established and has the role to organise training
sessions in Save the Children local branches.

The Centre coordinated the editing of the children's and
young volunteers' magazine YES for Opinion with four issues
in Romanian and English language. The topics in 2004
were: “Trafficking in Human Beings”, “Steps towards
Accession to the European Union”, “Children's and
Volunteers' Annual Meetings” and “Violence — ways of
prevention and solutions”. The centre edited two training
kits for and by the volunteers, collected information and

data to draft “Young People's and Teenagers' Guide”.

18 volunteers from Save the Children participated in an
exchange of experience with volunteers from Swedish Save
the Children (Radda Barnen) on volunteering and child
rights. They laid the ground for a common project to be
implemented during the summer of 2005.

CHILDREN'S NATIONAL FORUM

The theme of the debates of the national forum organised
in Bucharest was trafficking in children, many of the
participating children being already involved in prevention
campaigns. The forum brought together 60 participants
from 15 local branches and partner organisations: Chance
for Life, ASCHFR, Trebuie! (Must!), Children's Voice,
Adolescentul (The Adolescent). They met with
representatives of the institutions responsible for
preventing and combating trafficking in human beings.

This is a model of children's active participation and it
resulted in a better attitude of the authorities towards
children and their opinions. The institutions represented
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were: UNICEF, Ministry of Labour, Social Solidarity and
Family, National Authority for Child Protection and
Adoptions, Directorate General for Combating Organized
Crime and Anti-Drug, IOM and ILO-IPEC. The conclusions
of the Forum referred to the development of information
programmes on trafficking in children both in rural and
urban areas aiming at enhancing the trust of the population
in the police. Children requested that every public
institution with responsibilities in this field should submit
an annual report and authorities should make known what
are the measures taken in cases of child rights violations.

CHILDREN'S ANNUAL MEETING — “Children's right to
opinion and participation”, Bucsoaia, 27 June -5 July 2004
Already at the 9" edition, the meeting gathered 200 children
from 15 local branches and a group of 50 refugee children.
The meeting was an example of good practice as concerns
child participation, children carrying out activities in 6
workshops on different topics (child rights, journalism,
education for health, multicultural environment, trafficking
in human beings, Romania's accession to the EU) and
participated in literary, sports and tourist orientation contests.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE VOLUNTEERS -
Training for Leadership, Arbanasi, 27 July — 3 August

It was the first meeting of this type and brought together
120 volunteers from 15 local branches who participated in
4 workshops: human rights; education for health; EU
programmes for youth and programme design; volunteer
networks. This meeting has become a necessity in order to
recognize the importance of the volunteering in the
organisational development and to train a team of
coordinators for the volunteers.

CHILDREN'S CARNIVAL

200 children (beneficiaries of the programmes implemented
by the organisation) participated in contests and prepared
an artistic show for this traditional event for Save the Children.
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“Volunteering is a milestone in my becoming as a HUMAN BEING.” (volunteer girl, 16 years old)
———

Child participation is one of the guiding principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
means to recognize all children as active social subjects able to express their views in any matters affecting
them. Although authorities have made important steps in mainstreaming the CRC provisions into the national
legislation (including school curriculum), certain rights of the child are not implemented in the current practice.
At the same time, the structures and the legal framework that would allow children's involvement in schools
and their communities are not in place yet.
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Information and Research INFORMATION, DOCUMENTATION

Because the first step in addressing children's problem
consists of determining the extent, causes and the
consequences of the phenomena in discussion,
documentation and research are considered of maximum
importance and lay the foundation for the programme
design and elaboration of strategies for all the involved
bodies, either governmental or non-governmental. Thus, the
activities of the Information, Documentation and Research
Centre on the Rights of the Child have been structured
according to the target groups: representatives of authorities,
non-governmental sector, the public, children and students.
The centre also developed awareness raising campaigns with
support from the media, Ministry of Education and Research
and NGOs active in child protection.

RESEARCH REPORTS

The studies conducted in 2004 by the Information Centre

were focused on trafficking in children: extent, types of

exploitation, causes, trafficking process, legislation and
measures taken to combat this phenomenon. The findings
of the studies resulted in four publications:

1. Joint East-West Research on Trafficking in
Children for Sexual Purposes in Europe: The
Sending Countries, coordinated by ECPAT The
Netherlands;

2. Report on Child Trafficking in Bulgaria, Denmark,
Italy, Romania, Spain and United Kingdom,
coordinated by Save the Children Italy;

3. Report on Trafficking in Children in Romania, Save
the Children;

4. Child Trafficking in Central, South Eastern Europe
and Baltic Countries, coordinated by Save the Children
Romania.

THE SEMINAR “Respecting the rights

of the child victim of trafficking —

a multidisciplinary approach”

The seminar was organised by Save the Children in
cooperation with the Directorate General for Combating
Organised Crime and Anti-Drug on 4-5 March 2004 in the
framework of ENACT project. Participants were 65
representatives of central institutions responsible for
preventing and combating trafficking in human beings
(Ministry of Administration and Interior, Ministry of Justice,
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National Authority for Child Protection and Adoption,
Ministry of Labour, Social Solidarity and Family, Ministry
of Education and Research), representatives of the local
Departments of Child Protection, local Departments for
Combating Organised Crime and Anti-Drug from Arad,
Botosani, Galati, Girugiu, Ilfov, Mehedinti, Satu Mare and
Timis, representatives of the international organisations
(ILO-IPEC, UNICEF, UNDP and IOM) and
non-governmental organisations.

The most important outcome of the seminar was the
observations made to the draft version of the National
Plan of Action for Combating Trafficking in Children
that contributed to its finalisation.

QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL CHILDREN

This lobby campaign involved about 15,000 school aged
children from 10 counties and Bucharest and aimed at
promoting equal access to education for all children.
Over 700 letters written by children (individual or group
letters) throughout the country were sent to the President,
Prime-Minister and to the Minister of Education. The
letters left open by authors were analyzed by a Save the
Children team in order to summarize the major problems
identified and suggestions made by children.

3,600 children filled in questionnaires that aimed at
identifying their perception as concerns school drop out
and possible solutions to increase school enrolment.

Children's representatives and those of the Ministry of
Education and Research, School Inspectorate of
Bucharest, teachers and volunteers involved in this project
participated in the round table on “Quality Education for
All Children” where they debated the main ideas resulted
from the consultation process with children.

It is to be mentioned that in the beginning of the school year 2003-2004 the enrolment rate in the
pre-school education, primary education, gymnasium and high school was 74.2% of the total school aged
population, out of which 70% of the students attended day courses. School drop out increases very much
after the age of 14 and most of the poor children aged over 16 do not attend school anymore.

This leads to a development of the negative effects in a “vicious circle”, poverty rate accounting for 50.5%

for the persons with primary education or no schooling at all.
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AND RESEARCH CENTRE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

12 JUNE — World Day against Child Labour

Save the Children organised a March against Child
Labour in partnership with the School Inspectorate of
Bucharest, funded by the International Labour Office —
International Programme on the Elimination of Child
Labour. The march took place from Unirii Square to the
Youth Park and gathered approximately 300 children,
parents, teachers and representatives of non-governmental
organisations.

As a follow-up of this action, a delegation of the children
presented a letter with their recommendations for
combating child labour to the National Steering Committee
for the Prevention and Elimination of Child Labour held
on 14 June 2004.

As aresult of the debates, children's delegation was invited on a
permanent basis to the meetings of the Committee.

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION

About 200 persons (students, parents, representatives of
the authorities or NGOs and journalists) requested
different information along 2004. The requests came from
national level, but also from institutions at regional or
European level. Also, over 300 beneficiaries (representatives
of different institutions) received the information bulletin
“Info Child Rights” that briefly introduced the news in
child protection system: legislation, information sources in
the field, and events at international level.

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS

The Information Centre coordinates the activity of the
Global March against Child Labour in Central and Fastern
Europe and the NGOs Network for Monitoring Children's
Rights in Eastern Europe and Baltic Countries. The Centre
is also a National Coordinator for SEECRAN network
(South East European Child Rights Action Network) and
ENACT (European Network Against Trafficking in Children).

PARTNERS

At national level: School Inspectorate of Bucharest,
Directorate General for Combating Organised Crime and
Anti-Drug, County Departments for Child Rights
Protection, Open Society Foundation East-East Program

At international level: Swedish Save the Children (Ridda
Barnen) SEECRAN, Global March against Child Labour,
Children's Human Rights Centre of Albania, Partners
Bulgaria Foundation, Centre for Social Policy Initiative
Croatia, Tallin Centre for Children at Risk — Estonia, Save
the Children Lithuania, Save the Children Macedonia, Save
the Children Kosovo, Save the Children Norway Office in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Information and Documentation
Centre on the Rights of the Child in Moldova, ASTRA Setbia,
Association Kljuc Slovenia, Child Rights Centre - Serbia
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Trafficking and exploitation

“ASSISTANCE AND REINTEGRATION SERVICES FOR CHILDREN
VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING OR UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN”

Trafficking in children and youth is a phenomenon
whose extent recorded and still records a
continuous increase. One cannot speak about a
temporary phenomenon that affects a reduced
number of persons, but a phenomenon with
major implications at socio-economic level that is
favoured by the economic and political transition
Romania is passing through. The high
unemployment rate, low level of salaries and lack
of job opportunities are only several factors that
have determined an increase in the illegal
migration for labour to the Western countries.

In this context, Romania's geographical position
has made that trafficking in children and youth to
become a profitable crime.

ROMANIA — A COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
AND A TRANSIT COUNTRY

Romania is mainly a country of origin, most of the children
and youth being trafficked to Belgium, Italy, France, Spain,
Germany and Ireland. Romania has also become a transit
country for children and youth from former Soviet Union
countries and at a reduced extent a destination country.
Unequal development of the social infrastructure in
Romania makes that prevention and reintegration efforts to
be very slow and more and more difficult.

As concerns trafficking in children and youth, the public
social services are not ready yet to assist such cases for
financial reasons, but also because of the lack of specialised
personnel. Thus, in certain regions there are no services
available, although the law sets forth the right of the child
victims of trafficking to social services.

NATIONAL INTEREST PROGRAMME 415

The activities carried out in favour of the child victims of
trafficking or unaccompanied children were:
*  Organise the Pilot Centre in Bucharest (for 30 children)

“Golden Award
for Excellence
and Overall
Winner” awarded
to Save the
Children for the
campaign
“Prevention of
Child Trafficking”
(Romanian Public
Relations Award
2004)

trafficking in children: 2,256 children, 88 parents and
130 teachers.
 Elaborate the work methodology for the Pilot Centre
in Bucharest, also taken over by the Transit Centres.
¢ Train the personnel within the Transit Centres
(77 specialists) and other categories of partners in the
project in 5 training courses (217 participants).
*  Select and train 115 volunteers who contributed to
the prevention campaigns in schools.
e Assess, assist and socially reintegrate 36 repatriated
children: 17 in Bucharest, 1 in Suceava, 1 in lasi,
7 in Galati, 7 in Neamt, 1 in Harghita, 2 in Recas,
2 in Arad.
* Prevent trafficking through counselling and
material support for 399 children.
Within the Inter-Ministerial Group, Save the Children
has promoted the partnership and observance of the
specific methodology for the repatriation and
reintegration of the trafficked children and
participated in drafting of the National Plan of
Action for Preventing and Combating
Trafficking in Children and Social Reintegration
of the Victims 2004-2007 and the Organising and
Functioning Regulations for the Transit
Centres for Children.

and the nine transit centres in the following counties:
lasi (for 8 children), Suceava (for 6 children),
Botosani (for 6 children), Neamt (for 6 children),
Galati (for 6 children), Satu Mare (for 10 children
and an isolation room), Arad (for 15 children), Timis
(for 10 children) and Bihor (for 8 children. The total
capacity of the children is 106 children accommodated.

¢ Inform children, parents and teachers on the risks
and the consequences of the illegal migration and

MATERIALS PRODUCED gma
1,500 posters, 3,000 leaflets and 3,000 brochures 4. ‘W{%, &
presenting the National Interest Programme
415, the services provided, the risk factors and e
consequences of trafficking, as well as legislation.

A short video was also produced and it will have an
important role in the campaign on preventing illegal
migration and trafficking.
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The representatives of the International Organization for Migration stated that

935 victims of trafficking in human beings were assisted during the period 2000-2004.

| 54 victims were released from trafficking in 2004 out of which 20% were children
and 80% adults.

V774 ion
5{ A ba duct for the P"Ot‘jcﬂ. n
YT o g T Code of Con Sexusl Exploitatio
Hhes vistl, A iJdren from
el v J&/fw"‘* L 4G 4 % Awsdq, & of Ch! d Tourism igute for
L. Yy 28 /“‘4/%6’1' iy oy if in Travel an® ship with the Tnsti Hortel
rf/ “al ,,,M Lugl A &, jldren, 10 partnet he Romaniatt Y
oﬂu{ M ity ““ e g Ul “ sl gupy.  SNC e Cmfch and Prevention i out the project
- 9L UGy, gy g Crime Researcs, n carfying Ov" -
; - Uy - s r has bee of
égﬁa S W j% U gy, o Industry Eedefaé‘gi;peration in the P;;Z;(gﬁn Travel and
&t | Pé W‘?‘% Méﬁ 1 ccPuth—PrWate A Exploitaﬁoﬂ o OSCE and
U ay ?4‘17‘ teay %% | «  Trafficking and Sexui” - oct, funded by O9% ildren
[.:21(( o d Al ) o This pIO} > King in chilar
Slau 4 QZM A pr “1 4 Y 4% Fo Iifiif aims at Prevern “&iﬁﬁy ~ dopting the
| 27/ ~ g ‘: ‘vres ect ? . . lﬁ oma . m
-4 f%‘mp /&‘i&?é;b O‘é’ﬁk %,ﬁ} o, ;eldpchﬂd sexual CXE;IO;t?k?eO gtotection of Chﬂdzér(; (goof
A, t 10 ism
Conduct 10T d Tourt i
% ba g 2 %}.r/% B Code (1)§Ex loitation i Travel an - dustry in order © ;
y;% o Cay Lafy )af- 2, Sexua é) the hotels and tquﬁsmdo ¢ an agreement an
N P g L A Ay Cond‘;l;t)chgd sexual explOIATD o oparism industTy kk)xy
. = B b, 4 reve in hotels mbat the
Z \M WA )4? e )-{fe(q( iﬂes by the Opera;OtScOmmit themselves tO \:1('1)(: on the global
¥, ”d,,z,‘f%{ e ~ay means Of which i i wareness of the Py hildren by
“ 4 A8 e e o 74,&‘ “““aé‘z{/y L henomenof; 1S e 3011 and trafficking 10 © 1‘t Romania.
“ i sag J - G U 4 7 72\“57% PS cue of sexual exploita " ts and those who visi
, CD//(( J { Uty 3 1 . Romanlaﬂ touft ember 2004
‘ ad oy #. o, Wl forming din Dec
Ay , 4 gy i) . “« ﬁ‘df% o n . the project Was launche ded to set up
Q' g Pty = In Romania, 10 0 here it was A8 U e the
| Ao “ Mu gy dhrough a FOU mittee coOTdiN? Code 0
’ ,,ﬂ Qu - . / »04 /@4;4'2 "7{’ "paf A Muld'stakeh01d€r CC{)H(; Pt the prOVlSlOﬂS Of the .
A g » T~y o ) 1d ad2a . : jew to Pt .
ol g of ey, P Y Wgy Children that;hlc:(l)manian reality with 2 Vlcff representatives
o Ui . aduct to the - tee is made up .
p ), Co mitte tiona
“hsi Ly “ %2{9‘-& dopt it. 10 Cont Federation, Na h
sy and adop Hotel Industry Fe€ Crime Researc
*‘%f&“ Al ), = @%% of the Romaniatt Association Institute for rate
e g i d As > R irecto
i Ay A » fl Ay~ Tourism Age.naesc minal Tnvestigations Dl'ree) Ministry of
(=4 MM/C& e gy, ad Prevention " { the Romaniatt e G na
b UZE“‘}/%” o lueqr : ] Tnspectorate O d Tousism, Natos,
¥ - (General 10t actions an he Children
. e et g Traﬂspor—tatloﬂ, Corl;sitfhts Protection and Save t
S . ild Rig
e Authority for Chi
Romania.

Annual Report 2004 4@’ Salvati Copiii




u corecteald pe

3 G'LLIS" merita
‘;)x\u\‘d1

t‘f legil, petny m\i

I\,
U‘)\E un { DD“

A

According to the data made available by the General Inspectorate of Romanian Police — Research Institute for
Criminality Prevention, 1,331 cases of abused and neglected children were registered in 2004, out of which
832 cases of rape, 284 cases of sexual intercourse with a minor, | 14 cases of sexual perversion, and 101 cases
of sexual corruption. These are only the penal offences. In fact, the number is much higher.
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Counselling Centres for the abused,

neglected and trafficked children

Involved in promoting and implementing
programmes aiming at respecting the rights of
the child and providing child protection, Save
the Children has established seven counselling
centres for abused, neglected and trafficked
children (Bucharest, lasi, Timisoara, Suceava,
Targu Mures, Tirgoviste, Caras Severin) that run
as specialised services for psycho-social
rehabilitation of the child victims of abuse and
sexual exploitation. Through the services
provided, the counselling centres offer
rehabilitation and social reinsertion for the
children who were victims of abuse, neglect or
trafficking and for their families.

COUNSELLING ACTIVITY

The Counselling Centres had in the 2004 records 506
children who suffered a type of abuse in the family or
institutional environment. They benefited from
rehabilitation and counselling. The Counselling Centres in
Suceava and Bucharest also provided assistance for the
children victims of trafficking. The main stages of the
assistance consisted of assessment and psychological
counselling, social assistance and legal counselling based on
an individual intervention plan.

Counselling and rehabilitation activity was provided for
the following types of abuse: 52 cases of physical abuse,
171 cases of emotional abuse, 68 cases of sexual abuse,

38 cases of neglect, 39 child victims of trafficking and

138 cases of behavioural disorders as a result of child's
exposure to situations of abuse. 180 families were
counselled with a view to correct their inadequate
behaviour towards their children.

INFORMATION AND TRAINING FOR SPECIALISTS
The 32 specialists of the Counselling Centres attended the
Training of Trainers Course on child welfare and child
protection, being accredited as trainers by the National
Training Centre for the Personnel with Higher Education.
91 specialists of the Departments for Social Assistance and
Child Protection, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Public
Function, Departments for Public Health, Employment
Agencies, School Inspectorates in Cilarasi, Ialomita,
Giurgiu, Teleorman, Dambovita, Vrancea, Vaslui, Suceava,
Galati, Briila and Bucharest participated in the seminar
“Child abuse and trafficking — prevention and
intervention”.

Save the Children participated in drafting the standards for
the services for abused, neglected and exploited children.
Related to the standards, Save the Children drafted the
Methodological Guide for Prevention and Intervention in
Cases of Child Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation.

Save the Children initiated the establishment of the
working group and participated in drafting the National
Plan of Action for Prevention and Combating Child
Sexual Abuse and Child Sexual Commercial
Exploitation. The plan was submitted to the Government
for approval and implementation.

Save the Children participated in drafting the Child Law
and had an important role in defining the concepts and
introducing several articles to ensure the rights of the child
at risk (abused, neglected, trafficked, disabled, refugee,
roma and homeless children).
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A round table “The Right of the Child to Protection ) Re p rese ntat i O n at n at i O n al I eve I

against the Use of Psychotropic Substances and Drugs” 4
was organized within Global Fund Programme.

Participants were specialists of the Counselling Centre, . The volunteers of Brasov local branch Suceava local branch coordinated the Neamt local branch
School Inspectorate, Anti-Drug Commission and General M organised on 20 November open lessons and National Interest Programme 415 organised drawing
Department for Child Rights Protection. | a drawing contest on the rights of the childto  Assistance and Reintegration Services contests and actions for
[ | education and health with the participation of  for Child Victims of Trafficking and disabled children.

. ) o 400 children. The students participating in Unaccompanied Children implemented A show where children

Save the Children established in Timis County a Centre . . ) P pating . P . p .
. . o . . this action and their classmates also collected during the period July-December 2004 in themselves were the
for Vocational Guidance for the Youth in Residential . o . o . . S
. . . . . toys and books for the Paediatrics Hospital in ~ Botosani, Galati, lasi and Suceava counties.  artists was organised in
Care Centres aiming at their professional integration. ) ’ o . )
Brasov. The awarded drawings are currently P cooperation with the

Association for Children
with Physic Disabilities.

In order to reach the objectives, two social apartments I ]

. . . . exhibited on the walls of the hospital. g
were established, youth were provided with vocational . |
and psychological counselling and |5 youth have been
reintegrated in their natural or extended families.

/ In 2004, lasi local branch implemented the project

S H’ 7 Preventing juvenile delinquency and school drop out
MARE A ey

° Iy P " funded by the Phare Access-Social Programme. 50 children
BAIA MARE {1 SUCEAVA® BOTOSANI N ) ) ) ]
Bccava ~ with pre-delinquent and delinquent behaviour benefited
ZALAU from tuition, material support school and vocational
ORADEA d nl guidance. Specific for this project was the establishment
BISTRITA IASI® oAn .
. NEAMT of positive pressure groups that had a influence upon
S PIATRA socializing of the children with difficulties in social integration.
MURES NEAMT
BACAU VA?E’LUI
ARAD TARGU MURES N VASLUI
(] MIERCUREA CIUC i i
Debate workshops and groups were organised in 23 schools - In November 2004, Vaslui local branch organised a
units. “The Child Rights” contest took place in 19 schools i © LA EECE LSt exhibition “The Right of the Child to Education
and 21| teams participated in the final stage at county level. <« 5 o TIMISOARA PRA - for Health” in there schools in the county where
As a follow up of these activities, it was launched a poetry TIMIS HUNEDOARA S BRASOV OSFANTY | GALATI 800 students and 60 teachers Ramqpated with drawings
and prose digest entitled “It's time to know about your BRASOV© FoCZaN and essays on tolerance and child rights to health and
rights” written and illustrated by children who participated RESITA PETROSANIC" GALATI education. The winners were proposed by a jury
in the debates and contests. CARAS ) consisting of students' representatives from the
SEVERI g RAMNICU ) BRAILAG e
oJARGU ( VALCEA® | apgES B e participating schools.
TULCEA
. PITESTI TARGQVlsTE
Summer Camp — 3rd edition — August 2004 s . ° PLOIESTI
150 beneficiaries of the Day Care Centre and other 30 children g DAMBOVITA
. o Y . . . . I c GERER - ChildNet — Skills for Independent Life. Two modules of
within the project “Close to Children” participated in the i BUCURERTA S . . . -
. . . . . . . CRAIOVA © SLATINA * " entrepreneurial education, vocational training and career
following activities at Jiet Chalet and in the park in Petrila: = © - ) ) ) .
. . e . i > guidance counselling sessions were organised for
handicraft, playing the flute course, baseball, painting, cooking, DOLJ A CONSTANTA © . . o
Yeeeefl [Wf . JERECONSTANTS 25 beneficiaries of the project. Maintaining a one-to-one
folk and modern dances, origami, kickball, my story, design, ) ,
. . . : . ALEXANDRIA | GIURGIU relation between the volunteers and youth contributed to
theatre, English language, tourist orientation, badminton, . o .
. . ; ; : : the social integration of those who left or are to leave the
code of the good manners, juggling, aerobic, g ) 9 / ) ] o
X o A A y residential care institutions.
chess, general knowledge, traffic rules. i w 4
v 4 %
Y
In Craiova, |25 children receive During the Child Rights Week, Dambovita local branch implemented the project “Skills Children's summer holidays ended The first preparatory class “First Steps” for children
monthly material support, vitamins and the volunteers in Arges County met with for independent life. A solution for deinstitutionalization”. up with a “Creation Camp” — from less favoured families was opened in September
medicines necessary for a good response I 30 disabled children. Discussions were It aims at providing the best conditions for deinstitutionalization at the 3" edition - held in Muscel, 2004, in Mangalia. The class includes 20 pre-school aged
to the antiretroviral treatment. Within focused on the rights of the disabled by creating and developing skills for independent life and Campulung aiming at developing children, most of them coming from the poorest areas
this programme, regular visits to the children, children being encouraged promoting professional integration of youth. 47 young people the inter-relation, association, of Mangalia. Children are brought to kindergarten by
families are made in order to provide to make proposals to improve their from two residential care centres in Targoviste are included participation and artistic skills minibus and receive free school supplies, uniforms
parents with counselling. situation. in the project. of children. and a snack.
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Protection and education

SOCIAL AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE, SCHOOL REINTEGRATION
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELLING FOR STREET CHILDREN

“My family is the world in the street and | am tired because | do not have where to go to sleep. My best friend is only God.” —

Cristi, 15 years old, street child

Working street children can be found in central
and crowded areas of the cities, at intersections,
in the supermarkets, warehouses or wholesale
businesses, trying to earn money by begging or
performing other activities (washing cars, selling
goods, loading and unloading merchandise,
collecting wastes).

Starting from the multiple needs of the children and based
on the experience acquired in over 10 years of street social
assistance, Save the Children carried out in 2004 a complex
programme combining social assistance services with
school reintegration, health care services and psychological
counselling.

SOCIAL, MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND SCHOOLING

The activity of the social workers means to perform a social
enquiry, provide emergency material support, solve the
problems related to identity documents and other legal
problems, accompany the children to hospitals or day care
centres and health care education with a view to the family
reintegration or accommodation in residential care centres.
Parents are involved in the project being the beneficiaries
of the material support and counselling services. A major
component is organising school classes for children who
live or work in the street with a view to their integration in
the mainstream education.

Social workers carried out activities especially in the areas
known for the working children and poor communities
coming there. In 2004, 280 children, out of which 171 in
Bucharest, 23 in lasi, 18 in Pitesti, 27 in Galati, 17 in Targu
Mures, 13 in Suceava, 11 in Timisoara benefited from social
assistance services:

e 86 children were integrated / reintegrated in schools;

e 191 children benefited from health care services;

e 20 children were accommodated in residential care
institutions;

e as a result of the contacts with children in the street
and of the social enquiries performed, social workers
found the best solutions for 16 children living in the
streets succeeding by counselling their family
reintegration;

e 50 children attended the day care centres opened in
Bucharest and Craiova within the National Interest
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Programme 379 “Social Integration of Street
Children” funded by the National Authority for
Child Rights Protection;

e Leisure time activities (camps in Arbinasi and
Ciprioara, Football Championship of the Residential
Care Centres in Prague — Czech Republic, World
Congress against Child Labour in Florence — Italy).

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING

This component was achieved by organising training
sessions on child labour and incidence of HIV/AIDS for
the specialists working for local authorities involved in
child protection and NGOs implementing programmes for
street children, health care units and schools.

Two training courses were organised in 2004 for Save the
Children staff working for Programme "Prevention of
HIV/AIDS Transmission among street children and
Roma communities”. Based on the training curriculum
developed and as a result of the national meeting with
lecturers from all local branches, 377 specialists were
trained. They further contributed to prevent the trans-
mission of HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STI), as
well as drug abuse in the streets and in Roma communities.

RESEARCH ON CHILD ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION
The study “Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Survey
related to Working Street Children and Their Parents”
funded by ILO-IPEC provides a qualitative perspective of
the phenomenon. In the framework of the same
cooperation the “Rapid Assessment of the Trafficking in
Children for Labour and Sexual Exploitation in Romania”
was finalised.

Another study conducted in 2004 in the framework of
Global Fund Programme was “Research of the incidence
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The National Institute of Statistics estimated in the beginning of 2004 that 70,000 children were victims of the worst
forms of child labour, including their use by prostitution networks or drug peddling. Most of them live in rural areas.
5,000 street children live in the streets of the capital and other cities. For some of them, the street has become the
only refuge from abuses and shortages within their families. School or the pleasure of playing are only a dream, one

third of them beingiilliterate.

= . y
=&

of HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases in the
street and in Roma communities. This study is an
assessment of the knowledge and current practices as
concerns transmission, protection modalities, risks and the
incidence of the sexually transmitted infections (STT), as
well as drug abuse. Posters were produced in order to
inform on the situation of street children.

FINANCERS

Festival of Christmas Trees event, The Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Ridda Barnen (Save
the Children Sweden), National Authority for Child Right

Protection, International Labour Office — International
Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (ILO-IPEC)

USAID — WORLD LEARNING PROGRAMME —
Psychological counselling services for the economically
exploited children

The aim of the programme is to progressively combat child
labour by developing projects in Moldova region (lasi,
Suceava and Neamt) and Bucharest. Changing attitudes and
perceptions on child labour in these regions will determine

2

an effective prevention of child labour through the
rehabilitation and school reintegration of 210 economically
exploited street children. Psychological counselling is
provided by the Counselling Centres for the Abused
Neglected Children in Bucharest, lasi and Suceava.

During the first quarter of programme implementation in
Bucharest and three local branches (Iasi, Neamt, Suceava),
37 children benefited from specialised services of social
assistance and psychological counselling.

Florin's story...

He was born in the street, in a tent improvised by his father in
a Roma community at the outskirts of Bucharest. The social
workers from Save the Children met him when begging
together with other children. Although he is only 5 years old,
he tells about the difficulties his family is facing and he states
that he would like to go to school when older. By that time, he
accompanies his sisters to the Save the Children Educational
Centre, where he draws, plays and have lunch with the other
children. Supported by the social workers, his family has made
several approaches in order to get a social dwelling.
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Support for HIV positive children

THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA

By 2004, AIDS made over 25 million victims
worldwide. Today, there are over 45 million HIV
positive persons in the world. According to the
data collected by the Department for Monitoring
and Evaluation of HIV/AIDS in Romania, by

3| December 2004, Romania accounted for
8,068 HIV positive children (aged 0-14 years),
out of which only 34 were tracked in 2004.

One of the current problems of the Romanian
society is the increase in the demand for drugs
among the population, particularly among young
people. The first studies conducted estimated the
number of injected heroine users in Bucharest at
approx. 24,000 persons that is 1% of the total
population of the city. The sexually transmitted

EDUCATION FOR HEALTH

“Education for Health” programme carried out by Save
the Children in Bucharest and 14 local branches is a
response to the alarming situation presented by different
national and international bodies.

In 2004, Save the Children had the following outcomes:

e 95 education units (56 schools and 39 high schools)
in Bucharest and local branches were partners in the
project;

e 254 young volunteers were selected and trained;

e 20,000 teenagers received information on
HIV/AIDS, STI and drug use from the volunteers
during 2,760 tuition classes;

e 15,000 students received information about
HIV/AIDS from 320 teachers and 200 young
volunteers during the campaign “A Lesson for Life”;

e 45,000 young people and adults received information
about HIV/AIDS, STT and drug use during the street
campaigns;

e 1,500 high school students participated in a contest
entitled “My Anti-Drug Message”;

e 320 teachersattended a training course on health issues;

e 30 specialists involved in the rehabilitation of the
persons affected by drug use from Bucharest, lasi
and Brasov attended a training course held by a
Belgian psychotherapist;

e the content of the school curriculum for 112"
grades related to drug use was elaborated and
approved by the Ministry of Education and Research;
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infections (STI) reflected by the incidence of the
syphilis show a growing trend. The value
reported for 2004 (58 cases at 100,000 people)
being three times higher than the one reported
in 1989 (19.9 cases at 100,000 people). The
number of syphilis contaminated persons in
Romania is 20 times higher than the European
average, most of them being men aged between
20-29 years, persons who frequently change
their partners.

As concerns the new cases of HIV and AIDS
tracked in 2004, out of the total 259 cases,

225 were registered among young people aged
between |5 and 24 years (National Commission
Anti-AlDS).

e the preliminary report on drug use among young
people in Romania was drafted;

e the script for the anti-drug video (heroine, cocaine,
amphetamines, alcohol, tobacco) was finalised;

e 5,000 children aged 3-6 years from 41 kindergartens
in Bucharest received information about individual
hygiene in the campaign “ABC of Health”;

e 576 children aged 3-6 years participated in an
educational programme;

e Campaign “Drugs Stop Your Flight!” received the
Silver Award at the Excellence Gala of Romanian
Public Relations Award 2004.

PREVENTING HIV/AIDS IN CHILD CARE
INSTITUTIONS

In 2004, Save the Children Romania implemented the
project for HIV/AIDS prevention in child care institutions

in the local branches in Carag-Severin, Dolj, Galati, Suceava
and Vaslui.

Six training courses for 111 persons working with children
from 51 child care institutions in Suceava, Botogani, Galati,
Vrancea, Dolj, Olt, Carag-Severin, Hunedoara and Mures
took place in the framework of the project. The trained
personnel organised information sessions on sexually
transmitted infections and drug use for 775 children. At the
same time, 114 HIV/AIDS children from residential care
institutions from Resita, Suceava, Craiova, Briila, Vaslui
benefited from information sessions and seven trips
organised by the young volunteers.
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Save the Children, Hunedoara Branch, provided 56
educational activities in the Day Care Centre Petrila for 30
HIV/AIDS children from Jiului Valley, organised three
trips for them and nine meetings with their parents. At the
same time, four HIV/AIDS children were reintegrated in
the public education system and received food, sweets,
fruits and school supplies on a monthly basis.

Save the Children, Dolj Branch, provided psychological
counselling and material support consisting of food, toys,
clothing and school supplies for 125 HIV/AIDS children
from poor families in Dolj county.

ROXANA HOUSE

Roxana House, a family-type alternative for HIV/AIDS
children abandoned in hospitals, provides care and
education for 5 children.

Children were involved in different activities aiming at
their integration in the society: participation in painting
classes together with healthy children, going shopping,
preparing their birthday parties, visiting tourist objectives
in the capital city. A small library has been arranged in

Roxana House with the books donated by the students
from “Nenitescu” High School during the campaign

“A Lesson for Life”. This event was organised by Save
the Children on the World Day Anti-AIDS. Other HIV
positive children from the district benefit from this library.

PUBLICATIONS:

Posters “Drugs stop your flight!” (10,000 copies) and
“Watch the world with different eyes” (2,500 copies),
leaflets “Watch the world with different eyes!”, fliers
“Drugs stop your flight!” (80,000 copies), a brochure for
parents “Drugs stop your flight!” (25,000 copies), T-shirts
“Drugs stop your flight!” (10,000 pcs.), Guide of the school
counsellor on health issues (5,000 copies), Handbook for
parents — prevention, tracking and intervention methods in
the case of the adolescents who take drugs or are at risk to
take drugs (5,000 copies), educational brochure for the
students in the 5"-8" grades “The Big Deception” (10,000
copies), posters for the HIV/AIDS campaign “A Lesson for
Life” (5,0000 copies), posters, leaflets, bags to promote the
National Programme Education for Health, a kit for
training the volunteers.
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ChildNet

“This programme demonstrated how easy one can learn to
become independent and how can one make a good impression”,
young boy from Galati.

The National Strategy on Child Rights Protection has as
main goal for the period 2001-2004 deinstitutionalization
of children and their integration in families (natural or
substitute). The practice shows that the alternatives to
institutionalization (adoption, placement, professional
caregivers) represent a solution only for children aged up to
10 years. The young adolescents continue to be the most
vulnerable category, an important part of their life being
spent in institutions. The feeling of dependency created by
the long-term institutionalization, as well as an insufficient
knowledge of their skills, a wrong self-evaluation are the
prerequisites that lead to a difficult socio-professional

European Centre

This project promoted by Save the Children mainly
addresses to educators and social workers from the
residential care centres, but its outcomes may and have to
be used for the continued training of other categories
working in child protection system: staff of the day care
centres and other services for children, including training
of the professional caregivers.

The outputs of the project are 14 publications for
educators, 12 publications for social workers, 5 brochures

INDEPENDENT LIFE SKILLS

integration of the young people from residential care
institutions. The situation described above requires actions
aiming at training and supporting the adolescents for the
moment when leaving institutions, the ultimate goal being
their social reinsertion.

MAJOR OUTCOMES

64 out of 300 young people included in the project from
residential care centres in Galati, Vaslui, Neamt,
Dambovita, lasi and Bucharest benefited from alternative
protection measures. Volunteers have been selected and
trained for carrying out peer activities with these youths.
Economic education and skills for independent life courses
were organised for 240 young people. 18 found a job. Four
issues of a newsletter were edited for their better information.

INTEGRATION OF THE CHILDREN
IN INSTITUTIONS

on how to use a computer for the staff and children,

2 publications for improving the English and French
languages knowledge, a project web-site both for the staff
and children: www.eurochild.ro

The originality and the theme of the project resulted in its
selection among 32 projects “with successful stories” of the
Leonardo da Vinci Programme carried out in Europe and
in its participation in the exhibition held in December
2004, in Maastricht.

Support for Roma children's education

The school drop out rate or school failure is higher for the
less favoured categories of children among which Roma
ethnic children prevail. The straightened circumstances, the
high number of members in a family and, least but not last,
a scepticism of the parents towards the usefulness of
education lead to school drop out and then to social
marginalization of the youth. According to the research on
illiteracy conducted by the National Institute for Statistics
in 2004, the highest percentage of illiterate children over
the age of 10 is recorded for Roma (26.3%).

“THE FIRST STEPS” — Preschool education for less
advantaged children, including Roma children

In the framework of this project, Save the Children
provided over 100 children with the opportunity to be
prepared for the school. The new five kindergarten groups
were organised in Mangalia, Plenita (Dolj County), Valea
Bédenilor (Arges County) Nusfaldu (Silaj County) and
Glina (Ilfov County) — the last two in partnership with the
Community Development Agency “Together”.
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The five kindergartens were renovated, equipped with new
furniture and the necessary materials for the activities with
children (school supplies, games, toys, books, teaching
materials). The project is funded through the contribution
of the staff from Lubricants UK Network.

COMPLEX SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
AT RISK OF SOCIAL EXCLUSION

The project provided children with the opportunity to do
their homework in an organised and friendly environment,
under their teachers' supervision, by renovating and equipping
day care centres in three schools from areas with majority
Roma population and other less favoured categories: Sanpetru
(Brasov County), Sangeorgiu de Mures (Mures County) and
Sector 4 of Bucharest (Schools 110, 109, 165 and 308).

The beneficiaries of the project were over 150 children and
about 100 parents from the three areas. The outcomes
proved the usefulness of these activities: all children
included in the programme passed the grade
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¢~ Integration of refugee

and separated children
in the Romanian society

Save the Children has assisted 893 refugee children and 325
parents during the period 1999-2004. In 2004, Save the
Children supported 96 refugee children and asylum seekers
from countries as Iraq, Congo-Brazzaville, Afghanistan,
Former Yugoslavia, Turkey, Iran, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka,
Cameroon, Somalia, Liberia and India to learn Romanian
language with a view to their integration in the Romanian
education system.

This project reflects a priority of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees envisaging activities for
separated children who request a type of protection in
Romania. All 96 refugee children participated in extra-
curricular activities consisting of visits to museums,
theatres, walks in the parks and camps.

(some of them after a second examination), children in the
8" grade passed the graduation (“capacity”) exam, school
attendance came back to normal, it was no case of school
drop out and school environment was better. Funding was
provided by the European Commission through the Civil

Society Phare Programme 2001.

NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR TEACHERS TRAINING

A special attention has to be paid to the training of the
teachers working with Roma children with a view to a

Kimia was born in Romania in a refugee family.

Her parents are from Iran and left their country of origin
because they had been persecuted by the political regime
there. The girl aged of 8 years has a normal life as any
other child, goes to school and has very good school
performances. She lives as a Romanian, but she wants to
find out about the customs in Iran. This is why, she hopes
to be able to go once to her native country.

Ebru is 10 years old and he came to Romania three years
ago together with his parents and two brothers. They are
Kurd from Turkey and they left because of persecutions
their father was subjected by the authorities. It was quite
easy for him to learn Romanian and he made many
Romanian friends. He says he likes Romania and he does
not want to leave from here.

At the initiative of the refugee adolescents, the Diversity
Club has been re-opened on 10" October 2004. Activities
consist of oriental dances workshops on age groups,
Turkish language, Arab language and oriental beauty art.

better knowledge and understanding of this ethnic group
and to eliminate the prejudices and the stereotypes
generating discrimination.

The model promoted by Save the Children since 1999
has laid the ground for organising and conducting

8 training sessions in 2004 with participation of

320 teachers, educators school masters, school principals
from 32 counties. Selection was made on the criterion of
the number of Roma children in different grades

(at least 20-40%).
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International Conference

CHILD PROTECTION REFORM: REALITIES AND GOOD PRACTICES

Save the Children Romania in partnership with the
National Authority for Child Protection and Adoptions
and UNICEF Romania organised the international
conference on “child protection reform” on 17-19 May 2004.
Organised under the patronage of the Prime-Minister

of Romania, the conference gathered 300 participants,
governmental officials and representatives of

24 BEuropean and North American countries who met for
the first time after the Summit “Children and Residential
Care” held in May 2003, in Stockholm.

Delegates of the European Council, European Parliament
UNICEF Regional Head Office and European Office of the
International Save the Children Alliance attended this event.

Through the conference held in Bucharest, the organisers
provided a new opportunity to share the experience of our
country and to learn from international models.

Lobby and advocacy

Another objective was to strengthen the partnership for the
future with a view to build up and extend a Europe

“for children” according to the goals of the International
Document “A World Fit for Children” issued after the
United Nations Special Session of the General Assembly

in 2002, in New York.

The main goal of the conference was to highlight the
efforts and successes in the reform of child protection
system in Romania and other Central and Eastern
European countries in process of accession to the EU,
in finding solutions to effectively observe the rights of
the child according to the European Union standards.

A common statement was adopted in the end of the
conference and participants committed themselves to apply
immediately the principles formulated in the statement.

Save the Children is a member or permanent attendee of:

* The Executive Group of the High Level Group for the Romanian Children made up of Romanian
specialists, representatives of the ministries with responsibilities in the field of child protection
(Save the Children attended six meetings of the group where three themes referring to solutions
for the problems related to children in difficult circumstances and promotion of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child were presented)

* National Steering Committee for the Prevention and Elimination of Child Labour (three meetings)

¢ National Anti-AIDS Commission

* Inter-Ministerial Working Group for the Coordination and Evaluation of the Activity for Preventing

and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings

* Working Sub-Group for the Coordination of the Activity for Preventing and Combating Trafficking in
Children established in November 2003 and officially recognized through the Government Decision

no. 1295/2004 (7 work meetings).

In 2004, Save the Children participated in the debates for
the following draft laws: Law 272/2004 on the protection and
promotion of the rights of the child, Law 273/2004 on the
legal status of adoption, Government Ordinance 68/2003
on social services (and secondary legislation of social
assistance), methodological norms for the Law no.
584/2002 on prevention measures against the extension of
AIDS in Romania and protection of the HIV infected or
AIDS persons, Draft law on equal opportunities for
disabled persons, Law 143/2000 on combating trafficking
and illicit drug use, Law 571/2003 on the Fiscal Code —
introducing the provision that 1% of the tax on global
income can be directed to non-governmental organisations.
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In all these debates, Save the Children made proposals
according to the UN Convention on the Rights, especially
to Art. 3 of the CRC referring to the best interests of the
child that shall be a primary consideration in all actions
undertaken by the legislative bodies, administrative
authorities and courts of law.

The process of approval of the draft law on the protection
and promotion of the rights of the child was monitored
during the period January-June 2004, starting from approval
by the Government up to the adoption by the Senate and
the Chamber of Deputies. It was also analysed if the draft
law included the recommendations made by Save the
Children from the very beginning of the promotion of the
legal package on child protection.
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Well-to-do people make the world better!

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2004

The Festival of Christmas Trees is a magical event organized
every year for the benefit of Save the Children Romania. It is
centred on a special auction of Christmas Trees made especially
for this occasion by famous Romanian fashion designers.

The Festival is supported by the diplomatic and business
communities convened in a Honorary Board chaired by

H.E. Svante Kilander, the Swedish Ambassador. Some of the
personalities and companies involved in this project are:

Mrs. Mihaela Geoana, Mrs. lleana Pescariu (Development
Manager, Focus Publicis), Mrs. Veronica Savanciuc

(Lowe & Partners, President IAA Romania), Mr. Pierre Poupard
(UNICEF Representative for Romania), Mr. Patrick Gelin
(President, General Director Romanian Development Bank —
Groupe Société Générale), Mrs. Rodica Moise (National
Coordinator ILO-IPEC), Ms. Corina Barladeanu (2 Active PR),
Henkel, BBDO Group Romania, Young & Rubicam and

FF Advertising.

Fourteen famous fashion designers and well-known companies
created fairy tale trees for the evening gala to be auctioned for
high amounts of money for the benefit of the working children:
Doina Levintza, Irina Marinescu, Wilhelmina Arz, Andreea
Raicu & Maria Hohan, Romanitza Iovan, Rita Muresan, Agnes
Toma, Alexandru Ghildush, Larisa Claru & MTV Stylissimo,
Casa del Arte, Togo Design, Oxette, IBM Romania and FF
Advertising.

The host of the gala evening was the well-known TV star Teo
Trandafir who together with other TV stars — Andreea Esca,
Loredana Groza, Roxana Ciuhulescu, Andreea Raicu, Ioana
Moldovan, Alessandra Stoicescu, Corina Danild, Oana Cuzino,
Larisa Claru — led the auction to raise funds for children.

The main sponsors of the 2004 Festival were: Henkel,
Bautechnik, Medicover, UniCredit, Synevo. Other 70
companies participated in the event as supporting sponsors or
with donations in kind (objects and services) for the raffle and
for children. As a result of the involvement of all the supporters,
the total amount raised was EUR 115,000, which made the 2004
edition of the Christmas Tree Festival the most successful one:
EUR 6,600 was raised from the raffle tickets sale,

EUR 38,400 from the Christmas trees auction and EUR 70,000
from sponsorships (EUR 40,000 in cash and EUR 30,000 in
kind - products and setvices).

The outcomes of the social reintegration programme for
working children implemented by Save the Children in 2003 (86
children reintegrated in schools, out of which 54 in Bucharest
and 32 in lasi, and 135 children — 110 in Bucharest and 25 in Iasi
— benefited from street social assistance and health care services)
made the Working Committee of the Festival to decide that the
funds raised in 2004 would be allocated for the same project.
Thus, the two Day Care Centres in Bucharest and Iasi will be
supported again, while a third centre in Dolj country will also be

included in the project.
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INCOMES AND EXPENDITURES - 2004

AMOUNT (EUR)

I. INCOMES 1,880,914
I. National Authority for Child Right Protection 493,981
2. The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis

and Malaria 322,160
3. Radda Barnen (Save the Children Sweden) 180,439
4. Delegation of the European Commission 172,645
5. "Leonardo da Vinci" — European Programme 117,984
6. Christmas Trees Festival 64,911
7. ChildNet — World Learning 62,383
8. "Tucker's Friends" Foundation — U.S.A. 54,772
9. Lubricants UK 53,644
10. Individuals from Norway 36,986
I'1. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 31,946
12. Rettet das Kind Austria 31,054
13. UNICEF 30,746
14. International Save the Children Alliance 20,281
|5. Henkel Romania 19,138
16. OSCE 15,963
| 7. Social Alternatives Association 13,344
18. Save the Children Italy 6,610
19. Save the Children Norway 5,592
20. Global March against Child Labour 5,842
21.International Labour Office — International

Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour

(ILO-IPEC) 5,512
22. Membership fees, donations, sponsorships 65,681
23. VAT reimbursed 31,716
24. Other incomes 24,190
25. Bank interests 13,044

In 2004, there were obtained incomes in kind
(products and services) in amount of EUR 142,983

Fundraising

Projects 6.5%

92,2 %

—

1.3%

SITUATION OF THE IMMOVABLE ASSETS (EUR)

IMMOVABLE BALANCE ON  INCREASES DECREASES

ASSETS 01/01/2004

TOTAL GENERAL (A+B) 476,794 183,219 234,632
A GENERAL SECRETARIAT (I+11+111) 446,514 71,607 223,960
B. LOCAL BRANCHES (I+11+111) 30,280 11,613 10,672
I.  INTANGIBLE ASSETS 896 - -
A GENERAL SECRETARIAT -
B. LOCAL BRANCHES 896 - -
Il. TANGIBLE ASSETS 319,121 183,219 77,855
A GENERAL SECRETARIAT 289,738 71,607 67,184
B. LOCAL BRANCHES 29,383 111,613 10,672
IIl. FINANCIAL IMMOVABLES 156,776 - 156,776
A GENERAL SECRETARIAT 156,776 156,776
B. LOCAL BRANCHES - -
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Save the Children Romania

Information-communication
> Organisational development

Administrative expenditures

BALANCE ON
31/12/2004
425,381
294,161
131,221

896

896
424,485
294,161
130,324

A. PROJECTS
. Counselling Centres for the abused,

MANY THANKS TO

EXPENDITURES 1,787,772

1,645,682

neglected children and child victims of trafficking

in human beings 332,337
2. Institutionalized children- social integration,

training for a future profession 227,050
3 HIV positive children/ Education for health 214,640
4. Social and school reintegration of working

street children 168,788
5. Protection of Roma children's rights 147,072
6. Petrila Day Care Centre 127,367
7. European Centre for Children — Leonardo Project 117,800
8. Abandonment prevention and family reintegration 79,201
9. Prevention of juvenile delinquency 73,835
10. Information, Documentation and Research Centre

on Children's Rights 37,489
I 1. Refugee children 35,341

I2. Education and information on the rights of the child 25,785

mogQow

| 3. Disabled children - Tecuci Rehabilitation Centre 25,461
[4. Children's and young people's participation 20,794
I 5. Munteni Centre for Disfavoured Children
("David Austin House") 12,722
. INFORMATION-COMMUNICATION 42,130
. ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 33,959
. FUNDRAISING 41,469
. ADMINISTRATION 24,532

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

regarding Save the Children's financial and accounting
activity in 2004 of Save the Children Romania

The undersigned Daniela Ivan and Niculae Petrescu, authorised
auditors of Save the Children, have performed an auditing of the
accounting records and trial balances for the financial year ended
on 3| December 2004. The report has been submitted for
approval to the General Assembly. Save the Children has been
active in Romania since 1990 and has local branches in |5 counties.
It promotes and defends children's rights according to the
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
ratified by Romania in 1990.

The auditing of the reports and financial-accounting records of
Save the Children were based on the accounting principles utilised,
accounting entry and exit operations performed and we do
consider that the conditions set forth in the funding agreements
have been respected and are in accordance with the legal
regulations in the financial-accounting field operating in Romania
for the non-profit non-governmental organisations.

In our opinion, the information included in the annual financial
report is correct and complete and does reflect accurately the
finance and accounting situation for 2004.
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OUR FINANCERS, PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS

PARTNERS:

National Authority for Child Rights Protection, Swedish Save the Children (Radda Barnen), Delegation of the European
Commission to Romania, Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, International Save the Children Alliance,
Ministry of Education and Research, Ministry of Health and Public Health Departments, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of the
Public Function, UNIDEA Foundation, Ministry of Labour, Social Solidarity and Family, Labour Inspectorate, “Tucker's
Friends" Foundation - U.S., ILO-IPEC, IOM, “Leonardo da Vinci" — Delegation of the European Commission Brussels,
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Romanian National Council for Refugees, Romanian Forum for
Refugees and Migrants, Organisation of the Refugee Women in Romania, Save the Children Austria (Rettet das Kind),
Smurfit Charitable Foundation Monaco, Henkel Romania, Global March against Child Labour, World Learning, Save the
Children Denmark (Red Barnet), Save the Children Italy, Open Society Foundation East-East Program,

UNICEF, National Authority for Disabled Persons, Social Alternatives Association, US Embassy, Manni Tesse Foundation,
Open Society Foundation, ECPAT, Romanian Social Development Fund, Federation of the NGOs Active in Child
Protection, European Council for Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), Romanian Association Anti-AlDS, Health Aid Romania,
ProChild, Junior Achievement, Youth for Youth Foundation, Princess Margarita of Romania Foundation, Global Campaign
for Education, EUROTIN, International Social Service — Italian Branch, Directorate General for Combating Organized
Crime and Anti-Drug, National Agency Anti-Drug, Departments for Child Protection in Sector |, 2, 3, 4, 6 Bucharest,
County Departments for Child Protection in lasi, Botosani, Bacau, Sibiu, Salaj, Alba, Bihor, Vaslui, Dolj, Arget, Dambovita,
Brasov, Arad, Cluj, Vrancea, Hunedoara, Satu Mare, Bistrita-Nasaud, Maramures, Neamt, Suceava, Galati, Timis, Mures,
Harghita, Covasna, Caras-Severin, National Confederation of Romanian Employers, Town Hall Petrila, National Museum
of Art Bucharest, National Agency of the Camps and School Tourism, National Child's Palace Bucharest, County Agencies
for Employment, School Inspectorates, schools.

SUPPORTERS:

Aaylex \ Abbott Laboratories \ Abela Rocas SA \ ABN AMRO Bank \ Acont Class SRL \ Romanian Administration
of the Air Traffic Control - ROMATSA \ International Airport Henri Coanda \ Alsa Boutiques \ Avon Cosmetics \
Badsi Impex SRL \ Banc Post \ Romanian Commercial Bank \ Romanian Development Bank - Société Générale \
Best Print \ Billa Romania \ Romanian Savings Bank - CEC \ Castel Film Studios \ Cella Center \ Commercial
Centre Orhideea \ Coca Cola Romania \ Colgate Palmolive \ Coty \ Cristalex™ 94 SRL \ David & Associates \ Dent Estet \
Dufa Romania \ Eclipse Films Limited \ Litera International Publishing House \ Niculescu Publishing House \ Polirom
Publishing House \ Egoist Salon \ European Drinks \ FF Advertising \ IRIS Dacoma Florists' \ Focus Advertising \
Global Real Invest \ Grimagh Import Export SRL \ BBDO Group \ Helvetansa \ Henkel Romania SRL \ Henkel
Bautechenik Romania \ Hypermarche Cora \ Hochland Romania SRL \ Howard Johnson Grand Plaza Hotel \ Hugo
Boss \ IBM Romania \ ISA Multimedia SRL \ Iveco SPA - Representative Office Romania \ Jolidon \ Kraft Foods \
Lac de Verde Breaza \ Lush \ Ficus Market — Stefan cel Mare \ NIC Market — Piata Amzei \ Masterfoods \ Mc Donald"s
Romania \ Medicover SRL \ Metro Cash&Carry \ Microsoft Romania \ Miko Beauty Centers \ Museum of Bucharest \
Romanian Opera House \ Orient Praktiker Romania \ Philips Romania \ Lubricants UK \ Prestige Parfum \ Procter &
Gamble \ Quadrant Amroq Beverages \ RO STAR SRL \ Romtelecom \ RX Atelier \ SAAB \ Sanoma Hearst \ SC Allied
Domecq \ SC Avicola SA Buzau \ SC Best Foods Productions SRL \ SC Bricostore Romania SA \ SC Dinamo 2001 SRL \
SC HAGI SPORT SRL — Hotel IAKI'\ SC Hotels Grand SRL \ SC Le Manoir SRL \ SC Mobifon SA-Connex \ SC Noriel
Impex SRL \ SC Onix International Comimpex SRL \ Schenker \ SC Tex Promotion SRL \ SC Tricosport Impex SRL \

SC Visak Impex SRL \ Selgros Cash&Carry SRL \ Sfara Tours \ Speed Promotion \ Standard Nutricia \ Synevo \
Tarom \ Odeon Theatre \ Tennis Club \ Tetra Pak \ Totem Alma Green \ Transilvania General Import Export SRL \
UniCredit Romania \ Unirea Shopping Center \ Vel Pitar \ Wrigley Romania \ Xerox Romania \ Young & Rubicam

ARGES — US Embassy, Princess Margarita of Romania Foundation IASI — Romanian Commercial Bank lasi

BRASOV - SC Selgros Cash & Carry SRL, Anpas Solidarieta Int. MURES - SC Selgros Cash & Carry SRL, Princess Margarita of

BUCURESTI — “Masca” Theatre, SC Idilis Romania Foundation, Alpha Transylvanian Foundation

CONSTANTA — Euroliberty, SC Selgros Cash & Carry SRL NEAMT — Construct Service — Piatra Neamt, Advatec SRL

DAMBOVITA — Association Targoviste towards Europe, SC Vox Fad SRL, SUCEAVA — Broes Herman, SC Proton SRL Radauti, Infotron, SC
SC Consultingserv SRL, SC Via Est SRL, Art Press Trust Selgros Cash & Carry Romania SRL

DOL] — Rettet das Kind — Austria, Brian Davies — UK TIMIS — SC Bega Industrial Minerals, SC Magus, East Life Water,

GALATI — SC Proton SRL, SC Libraria Blaga SRL SC Fornetti, SC Porto Petrol, SC Selgros Cash & Carry SRL,

HUNEDOARA - "Tucker's Friends" Foundation — U.S.A., Henkel SC Metro Cash & Carry SRL

Romania, Irene Gundell — Sweden, Caritas Alba lulia
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GENERAL SECRETARIAT — BUCHAREST

Intr. Stefan Furtuna 3, sector |, 010899 - Bucharest, Romania
tel: +40 21 212 61 76, fax: +40 21 312 44 86

e-mail: rosc@mb.roknet.ro www.salvaticopiii.ro

IBAN Code: Banca Comerciala Romana Sucursala Plevnei
Current account: RO8 | RNCB5065000026030005
Sponsoring account: RO65RNCB5065000026030002
Account in EUR: RO97RNCB5065000026030008

Account in USD: RO38RNCB5065000026030003

ARGES

President: Dumitra Sima

Str. Eroilor no. 4-6, 110417 - Pitesti

tel: +40 248 217 830, fax: +40 248 212 166
e-mail: arges@salvaticopiii.ro

BRASOV

President: Valentin Bodea

Str. Carpatilor nr. 89, et.2, 500269 - Brasov
tel: +40 268 331 459, fax: +40 268 429 |12
e-mail: brasov@salvaticopiii.ro

BUCURESTI

President: Rebeca Grosu

Str. Berzei no. 7, et. |, camera 7, sector |, 01025| - Bucharest
tel/fax: +40 21 310 45 87

e-mail: bucuresti@salvaticopiii.ro

CARAS-SEVERIN

President: Mariuta Simionescu

Piata | Decembrie 1918 no. 7, etaj |, 320067 - Resita
tel: +40 255 226 763; fax: +40 255 211 127

mobil: +40 744 360 91 |

e-mail: caras-severin@salvaticopiii.ro

CONSTANTA

President: Elena Alexe

Str. T.S. Saveanu no. |, 905500 - Mangalia
tel/fax: +40 241 753 41 |

e-mail: constanta@salvaticopiii.ro

DAMBOVITA

President: Ana Maria Bucurica

Str. Radul cel Mare no. 12 (Scoala 10), 130111 - Targoviste
tel/fax: +40 245 215 575

e-mail: dambovita@salvaticopiii.ro

DOL)

President: Cornelia Pasare

Str. Mihai Viteazu no.12, 200417 - Craiova
tel./fax: +40 251 439 865

e-mail: dolj@salvaticopiii.ro

@ Salvati Copiii

Save the Children Romania

Member of the International Save the Children Alliance

President: Camelia lordache
Vice-Presidents: Catilin Luca, Mihai Gafencu
Executive President: Gabriela Alexandrescu

GALATI

Presidente: Nona Rapotan

Str. Alexandru |. Cuza no. 45, 800216 - Galati
tel/fax: +40 236 465 860

e-mail: galati@aalvaticopiii.ro

HUNEDOARA

President: Valeria Popescu

Cartier 8 Martie, 335800 - Petrila
tel: +40 254 550618

e-mail: hunedoara@salvaticopiii.ro

IASI

President: Catalin Luca

Stradela Canta no. 3, 700527 - lasi

tel/fax: +40 232 219 966, fax: +40 232 219 986
e-mail: iasi@salvaticopiii.ro

MURES

President: Ana Chirtes

Str. Victor Babes no. | I, 540097 - Targu Mures
tel: +40 265 218 210, fax: +40 265 166 590
e-mail: mures@salvaticopiii.ro

NEAMT

President: Mihaela Ignatovici

Alexandru cel Bun no. 27, 610004 - Piatra Neamt
tel: +40 233 219 656, fax: +40 233 213 525
e-mail: neamt@salvaticopiii.ro

SUCEAVA

President: Camelia lordache

Str. Petru Rares no. 7, cam. 3, 720008 - Suceava
tel/fax: +40 230 530 801

e-mail: suceava@salvaticopiii.ro

TIMIS

President: Mihai Gafencu

Calea Sagului no. 102-104, 300516 - Timisoara
tel/fax: +40 256 431 336

E-mail: timis@salvaticopiii.ro

VASLUI

President: Vasile Mariciuc

Str. | Decembrie no. 3, 735200 - Negresti
tel/fax: +40 235 457 582

e-mail: vaslui@salvaticopiii.ro
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